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THE COMMANDERôS COMMENTARY 
By Post Commander Wayne Yancey  

SERVING  VETERANS,  THEIR  FAMILIES  and  the  COMMUNITY  

The Camaraderie  

sented the National VFW at the Veterans Day   Ceremony 

at the Arlington National Cemetery; (3) Chaplain Lew 

Lipscomb, Senior Vice Gary Kelch and I participated in 

an extremely impressive dedication ceremony at Lee 

High School.  Comrade W. J. Leonard and Auxiliary 

President Linda Bond were also in attendance at the Lee 

High School Ceremony.  If other members of our organi-

zation attended or participated in ceremonies, please take 

the time to send me a short email and let me know of the 

event.  Please include your name and the name of other 

Comrades and/or Sisters who participated and the esti-

mated distance each member traveled in support of the 

event and the total hours devoted to the event including 

travel time.  A report will be prepared and submitted to 

the State Quartermaster capturing the participation.  That 

way the Post and VFW will receive credit for participa-

tion.  PLEASE COMPETE THIS SIMPLE TASK 

EACH TIME YOU PARTICIPATE IN OR   PROVIDE 

A SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY OR  IN SUP-

PORT OF A VETERAN.  At the end of the year, this 

information is consolidated into a master report and is 

used to report the overall collective participation of all 

members of our great organization.  It is estimated that 

only 40% of all we do is captured and reported.  If it is 

not reported ï it will not be counted.  We are not        

interested in receiving individual credit for our           

contributionsï but, at the end of the year, the report of our 

collective accomplishments and contributions is sent to 

Congress.  THERE IS STRENGTH IN NUMBERS.  

When we say the VFW contributed ñXò number of hours 

to community involvement and ñXò hours in support to 

Veterans, it has a significant impact.   

 

The Relocation Committee is in the beginning stages of 

considering a new location for our temporary Post Home.  

Several of us have visited the property and are impressed 

with the potential it offers.  We will conduct additional 

research and discussions before it can be considered a 

viable option.  At this point, we find ourselves in       

somewhat of a unique and awkward situation relating to 

the rental of a potential new temporary Post Home.  Un-

der the current conditions, it could take 120 days or more 

to make a decision and commit to the owner once an      

acceptable property is located.  We must give a sixty day 

notice that must begin on the first of the month.  In    

addition, with distribution of a bi-monthly newsletter, by 

the time we notify the members of a pending vote, meet 

and make a decision several months could lapse.  While a 

potential owner may be patient ï we could very easily 

miss out on a promising new temporary Post Home due to 

our inability to commit and decide in a timely manner.  

Therefore, at the next General Membership Meeting, 

these restrictions will be discussed and possibly modified.  

A potential vote may be taken to streamline the process.  
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Hello Comrades and Sisters, 

I hope this article finds everyone healthy and in a joyous 

holiday spirit.  We are gearing up for a busy and          

productive December.  Although this is a hectic time of the 

year it is also a very rewarding time for us at the VFW and 

Ladies Auxiliary.   

 

We began the season on November 21 by delivering com-

plete Thanksgiving dinners to the eight families we 

adopted at Fort Belvoir.  Several children showed up with 

their list for Santa Claus.  Auxiliary President Linda Bond 

assured each child that the list would be given to Santa and 

that she was sure he would do his best to meet their     

requests assuming that they had been and will continue to 

be good boys and girls.  I witnessed Comrade Jr. Vice 

George Sweeney successfully recruit one grateful dad into 

our organization.  He had just returned from Iraq and was 

extremely interested in joining.   

 

An Angel Tree has been set up again this year at the Post 

with tagged descriptions (age and gender) of each child.  If 

you are interested in participating and would like to re-

move a tag or tags from the tree, please feel free to do so.  

Gifts must be wrapped and returned to the Post as soon as 

possible but no later than December 11.  It is important 

that the tag that was on the tree be attached to the gift so 

that the family and child will be readily identified.   

 

A Holiday Party for the children will be held on Sunday 

afternoon, December 20 from 1:00 until 3:00 PM.    A 

short Post and Auxiliary meeting will be conducted  imme-

diately after the party at 3:30 PM.  Our holiday   celebra-

tion will follow immediately thereafter.  Please join us and 

bring a dish to share.   

 

Post and Auxiliary members participated in several Veter-

ans Day ceremonies at various locations throughout the 

community.   Many members of the Post and Ladies Auxil-

iary attended our annual joint ceremony with   American 

Legion Post 176, Springfield, Virginia.  Once again, we 

thank American Legion Post 176 for inviting us to partici-

pate with them and sponsoring the event this year.  As 

usual, Post 7327 will be the sponsor the Memorial Day 

Ceremony next year.  I am aware of several additional         

ceremonies that the Post and Auxiliary participated in this 

year including the following:  (1) Comrade Bill Hanusek 

participated in a ceremony at Fort Hunt Elementary School 

and passed out an American flag to each student;             

(2) Quartermaster Margo Sheridan participated in a cere-

mony at a local school and (as the State Surgeon) repre-
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SPRINGFIELD VFW POST 7327 IS ñALL STATEò! 

Still Needed: 

Printing Equipment                    
and                                                   

Production Team 

We are looking for printing   
equipment and volunteers to take 
over Phase II of our newsletter, 

The Camaraderie.  Volunteers will 
work closely with the Editor and 

Fulfillment Team to ensure    
successful and timely output of 
the monthly newsletter.  Hereôs 

how it works: 

 

Phase I: Editor (collects      
information, designs, edits and 
proofs) 

Phase II: Production Team 
(prints, folds and staples) 

Phase III: Fulfillment Team 
(labels, stamps and mails) 

 

If you or you know someone 
(nonmembers are welcome) who 
may be interested in Phase II, 
contact Diana Regan at 703-719-
7660 or oregandl@cox.net.   

Please note that we will no longer 
have use of our current printing 
equipment effective with the Octo-
ber edition of The Camaraderie.  
It is essential to have a new 
printer and team in place by   
February 1.   

Veterans of  Foreign Wars of  the United States 

Post 7327,  Spr ingf ie ld ,  Virg inia 



Errett ñSonnyò Thomas, Life Member and Past All State Post Commander of VFW Post 7327 is a 

Sales and Leasing Consultant with Safford Dodge Jeep of Springfield.  He invites you to come 

see him and have a look at the great selection of Dodge & Jeep Vehicles.   

A donation of $100 will be made in the name of any VFW Post or Auxiliary Member for every new 

or used vehicle purchased from Sonny.  Please bring in your current membership card with you.   

Call Sonny at 703-866-1700 Office or 703-629-4513 Cell.     
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The Camaraderie 

With the arrival of chilly weather here in Springfield, our Bakeless Bake Sale normally comes to a close, but hereôs a first: A couple 

of our local sisters said, ñWait! I havenôt gotten around to that yet!ò, so weôre holding it open a bit longer. Consequently, for any 

of our sisters traveling in that same boat, know that your contributions are still welcome. 

 

Though final results are postponed, I can report the good news that weôre at our highest level of participation ever with 38% of our 

sisters having responded so far. When adding those who still want to contribute, we might even hit 40%. That would be another fi rst 

and a grand Christmas present for the Auxiliary! Participation, regardless of amount, shows you care. So, in the spirit of the season, 

how about donating the value of a Christmas eggnog or plum pudding? 

 

Beyond the participation rate, thereôs more good news. Those whoôve contributed are not from a single demographic but from across 

our membership spectrum -- long-timers to short-timers, members in their 80ôs to those in their 30ôs. The breadth of the support for 

what we do bodes well for the future of this Auxiliary and for our ability to continue the work we do, work thatôs valued throughout 

the year but is especially heartwarming at Thanksgiving and Christmastime. 

Bake-less Bake Sale Goodies Stacking Up 

Alice Merrill, Treasurer  

Hello Sisters, hoping this finds you all feeling well and    
enjoying the holidays with loved ones.  

We send caring thoughts to Sister Gerri White who has been 
feeling a bit under the weather. Gerri, please know that you 
are in our thoughts and prayers.  

Sister Mary Jones found herself in Walter Reed in           
November.  Mary, who was not feeling well, found out that 
she needed a Pacemaker.  The procedure went well and 
Mary was home to Willie and her family within a couple of 
days.  Mary, so happy to hear you are doing well. We know 
that Willie will continue to take excellent care of you with 
all those homemade soups!  

Recently, Sister Shirley Cervone had a minor procedure. She 
is on the mend and will be back to working hard at Bingo by 
the time you read this article.  

This holiday season will again provide us 
many opportunities to be of service and 
comfort to others.    I know many of us   
provide care to ailing and aged friends   
and families as part of our daily lives.  

Thanks to all of you for your tireless efforts.        

Happy Holidays and  

Happy New year to all.   

Auxiliary Chaplainõs Report 

Auxiliary Chaplain, Diana Reagan  

It is possible that an important vote will be taken at the December 20, 

2009 General Membership Meeting.  This vote will potentially        

empower the Executive Board to make the decision on accepting and 

committing to the rental of property to be used as the temporary new 

Post Home of VFW Post 7327.  This decision may or may not be     

applied to the property we are considering at this time ï but at some 

point the right property will be located and we must be in a position to 

commit in a timely manner.  All members in good standing are       

encouraged to attend this meeting; express your opinion and vote. 

 

Congratulations to Comrade George Sweeney and Auxiliary Sister 

Shirley Norris (Chairs of the Buddy Poppy Committee) on an extremely 

successful Buddy Poppy effort.  Over the four-day Veterans Day      

weekend a total of $6,984.25 was collected by volunteers of your Post 

and Ladies Auxiliary.  Thanks to all Comrades and Sisters who          

volunteered and participated in this OUTSTANDING effort.   

 

In accordance with notice provided in our last newsletter, election of 

offices was conducted at our October General Membership Meeting.  

Comrade Bud Bishop is our newly elected Judge Advocate and Com-

rade Ken Spielvogel is our Surgeon.  Comrade Bud Bishop has also          

volunteered to serve as chair of the Bingo Committee and has agreed to 

assist the Quartermaster as needed.  Thanks Comrades for stepping up to 

the plate and filling these positions and responsibilities. 

 

We are still seeking print capability and someone to perform the final 

edit of The Camaraderie.  Anyone who is interested in fulfilling one of 

these important tasks is encouraged to contact me at one of the numbers 

provided below. 

 

As always, if I can be of assistance to anyone, please donôt hesitate to 

call me on my cellular at 703-350-8409 or my home at 703-719-7660. 

 

Diana and I wish everyone a Happy Holiday and a Prosperous               

and Enjoyable New Year! 
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VFW Post 7327                                                                                        
8350-F Terminal Road                                                                                                       

Lorton, Virginia 22079                                                                                                                   

Phone: 703-541-3139   Fax: 703-541-0641                                                     

Website: www.vfwpost7327.org                                                                                                               

Email:  info@vfwpost7327.org                                              

Blog: www.vfwwebcom.org/va/post7327                 

 

Editor & Design 

Katy Sylvester  703-791-3940 

   Contributing Articles By: 

Wayne Yancey, George Sweeney,                  
Lew Lipscomb, Linda Bond, Diana Regan,      

Alice Merrill, Angela Meyers 

Photographs By: 

Diana Regan, Linda Bond 

 

Post Officers 

Commander:  Wayne Yancey  703-719-7660 

Sr. Vice:  Gary Kelch  703-644-8485 

Jr. Vice:  George Sweeney  703-978-6435 

Quartermaster:  Margo Sheridan  571-332-7109 

Judge Advocate:  Bud Bishop 

Chaplain:  Lew Lipscomb  703-866-4919 

Surgeon:  Ken Spielvogel 

3-Yr Trustee:  W.J. Leonard  703-354-0568 

2-Yr Trustee:  Tony Dzierski  703-451-5591  

1-Yr Trustee:  Larry Parham  703-569-3351 

Post Adjutant:  Chris Braun  703-327-3446 
  

Auxiliary Officers    

President:  Linda Bond  703-451-1510 

Sr. Vice:  Shirley Cervone  703-795-0926 

Jr. Vice:  Shirley Norris  703-971-1939 

Secretary:  Floy Lipscomb  703-866-4919 

Treasurer:  Alice Merrill  703-569-1771 

Chaplain:  Diana Reagan 703-719-7660 

Conductress:  Marcia Lohr 703-548-1698 

Guard:  Norma Jean Grefost  703-451-3716 

3-Yr Trustee:  Glenda Haendschke 

2-Yr Trustee:  Anna Smith  703-440-8034 

1-Yr Trustee:  Shirley Norris  703-971-1939 
 

The Camaraderie newsletter is published 
by Springfield, Virginia Veterans of 

Foreign Wars Post 7327, a community 
based 501c19 not-for-profit 

Congressionally Chartered Veterans 
Organization.  Mailed for educational 

outreach and information purposes to our 
members, volunteers and friends.  The 

newsletter is distributed to over 700 
individuals.  We have served our 
community since 1946, providing 

programmed support to veterans, their 
families, active duty military and  
community based organizations.      
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Message from Auxiliary President Linda Bond 

Greetings Comrades and Sisters:  As I write this article, we are shopping for the Adopt-A-Family programs 

at Fort Belvoir.  We delivered Thanksgiving food on November 21 and had an opportunity to meet the 

eight families.  We also collected the childrenôs wish list to do our Christmas shopping.  The lists are really 

great this year, the children wrote their own lists.  Christmas food will be delivered on December 19 at 

10:00 am in the Community Center at Fort Belvoir.  If you are interested in attending, please be at the Post 

no later than 9:30 am.  Thanks, Shirley Cervone, for helping shop for the Thanksgiving food and Shirley 

Norris for helping deliver the food along with Comrades Yancey and Sweeney. 

We hope all of you can join us in our Childrenôs Party for the Adopt-A Family program which will be held 

on Sunday, December 20 from 1:00 to 3:00 pm at the Post.  I understand that Santa, Mrs. Claus and their 

Elf will be present to hand out stockings.  If you would like to help with the party, please let us know.   The 

children love this event. 

A short meeting will be held after the party in lieu of our regular Monday night meeting. 

In October, I had an opportunity to go to New York to the Statue of Liberty Birthday celebration with De-

partment officers, Kathy Birch, Betty Gimble and Kathy Graham as well as many other sisters from various 

auxiliaries.   Although it was a rainy day, we all had a wonderful time.  What a great experience it was.  

The District of Columbia Post chartered the bus and did an excellent job of hosting.  Comrades WJ Leonard 

and JB Young also joined us. 

We would like to give a special thanks to Ernestine Stein who has again generously donated money to the 

Ladies Auxiliary to support our Adopt-A-Troop and Adopt-A-Family programs. 

The Safety Program was a big hit this year.  We joined the Greater Springfield Volunteer Fire Depart-

mentôs Open House and gave away over 100 Lite-A-Tyke reflectors for backpacks and safety tips for kids.  

We also gave two kitchen fire extinguishers to two lucky attendees.  Thanks, Marcia Lohr and Floy 

Lipscomb, for working this event. 

Ladies, we have had a very good year and thanks to all of you who devote your precious time and effort to 

make it happen.  We do so much with so few and would love to see more of you join in these activities.  In 

our next newsletter, I will attempt to capture our various events and donations. 

As always, if we can be of assistance to anyone or if you have any questions, please contact me via email at 

lbond@verizon.net or via phone (home) 703-451-1510 or (cell) 703-407-3106. 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM ALL OF US TO ALL OF YOU. 

Since our October report, 2010 dues renewals have arrived for Ashley Carter, Heather Collins and Pam Reynolds. 

Thank you, ladies, for continuing to support our veterans and community through your membership. Our newslet-

ter tries to show you how much they appreciate what we do! 

The 2009 membership cards for our remaining eight members we havenôt heard from  expire December 31. 

My phone and email reminders of the past several months have run out of time! Last call to remain a member in 

good standing! To prevent a break in your service, I have to have your dues on their way to Department by De-

cember 26, so the time to renew your dues is NOW. 

Itôs only $23 for the year and look at all the good it does, as reported right here in your newsletter! Many who 

want to take part in our work donôt qualify, but because of your loved oneôs service, you do. You can continue to 

be a part of it in honor of that service by writing your dues check now to Ladies Auxiliary, VFW Post 7327 and    

mailing it to me at 6103 Backlick Rd, Springfield, VA 22150. All your Auxiliary sisters and those we help will be 

glad you did! 

Itôs a pleasure to report that six more members have joined us since our last report and that all are women who, 

already having a connection to our Post, chose to officially join our Auxiliary. 

In October, the wife, daughter and granddaughter of our comrade and friend, Life member Willie Jones, joined 

us. In gaining Mary, Carolyn and Rochelle as sisters, we welcome another family into our wider VFW family. 

In November, we gained yet another family when Deborah Casselbury and her daughter, Samantha, joined us in 

honor of their late husband and father, Art Casselbury, a Life member of our Post. Debbie, an Auxiliary member 

in years past, was reinstated to membership and, with Samanthaôs new membership, Sam Ritchie now has the 

company of another sister called ñSamò. 

Also in November, Joyce Engel, a loyal fan of our VFW bingo games and a recent volunteer as a bingo worker, 

officially joined our sisterhood. 

       Welcome aboard, ladies, weôre so glad to have you with us! 

2009 Memberships Expire December 31, RENEW DUES NOW 

Welcome to New Auxiliary Members  

Alice Merrill, Membership Chair  

mailto:lbond@verizon.net


The Camaraderie 

Page 4 


