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THE COMMANDERôS COMMENTARY 
By Post Commander Wayne Yancey  

SERVING  VETERANS,  THEIR  FAMILIES  and  the  COMMUNITY  

The Camaraderie  

when elections are held - National By-Laws prevent the 

Commander from appointing or elevating someone to the 

position of Junior-Vice Commander therefore           

nominations and election for the position of Junior-vice 

Commander will be conducted at the February 15. 2010 

General Membership meeting.  The newly elected Junior

-vice Commander will serve until June 13, 2010 when 

newly elected officers begin their term of office. Any 

member in good standing wishing to serve in this       

demanding position for the remainder of this current term 

should let me or any member of the Executive Committee 

know so that you can be nominated.  Duties of the Junior-

vice Commander routinely include chairing Buddy Poppy 

distribution and other duties as required.  Comrade 

Sweeney Chaired the Buddy Poppy Program and all other 

duties assigned to him in an excellent manner and we 

thank him for the attention, dedication and commitment 

he demonstrated while serving as Junior-vice            

Commander.  Under Comrade Sweeneyôs leadership, with 

the exception of the most recent Veterans Day effort, 

donations collected during each Buddy Poppy event   

exceeded those of previous efforts consistently for three 

years.  Contributions collected at the 2009 Memorial Day 

effort totaled $7,101.00.  Contributions collected at the 

2009 Veterans Day effort totaled $6,984.25 ï only 

$116.75 less than the Memorial Day effort.   Obviously 

the bar has been set so high that it will be hard to main-

tain. 

GREAT JOB, GEORGE.  IN ADDITION TO YOUR 

FRIENDSHIP AND CAMARADERIE, WE WILL MISS 

YOU AND THE GREAT WORK YOU DID FOR THE 

GOOD OF THE ORDER. 

Nominations for all officers for 2010-2011 will be     

accepted at the General Membership Meeting in         

February.   Final nominations and elections will be held at 

the March 15, 2010 General Membership meeting.  There 

will not be another newsletter until after elections are 

conducted so this will serve as official notification that 

elections will be conducted on March 15, 2010 at our 

regularly scheduled General Membership meeting.   All 

members in good standing are invited and encouraged to 

attend and cast your vote. 

ELECTION FOR ALL OFFICERS FOR 2010 ï 2011 

WILL BE CONDUCTED AT THE MARCH 15, 2010 

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING.   

NOMINATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED AT THE 

MARCH GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING PRIOR 

TO THE ELECTION OF EACH POSITION.   

NOMINATED CANDIDATES MUST BE PRESENT TO 

ACCEPT THEIR NOMINATION OR THEY MAY       

ACCEPT IN WRITING.   NOMINATIONS ARE NOT 

VALID UNLESS THE CANDIDATE ACCEPTS IN    

PERSON OR IN WRITING PRIOR TO THE ELECTION. 

 

Hello, Comrades and Sisters 

I hope everyone had a very restful and enjoyable holiday. 

I would like to begin 2010 by thanking everyone who 

made 2009 such a successful year.  Time and space prevent 

me from thanking everyone individually, but you know 

who you are.  If you contributed to the success of our Post 

or Ladies Auxiliary in any way ï thank you for all you did.  

There is one person that I feel I must thank individually 

and that is my wife, Diana.  Anyone that has served as 

Commander knows that it is a very demanding and time 

consuming job if taken seriously.  In fact, at times it can 

become overwhelming.  Diana has been supportive and 

understanding since day 1; not for a year or two, but    

consistently supportive, encouraging and understanding for 

nearly four years - even when there were conflicts between 

personal and VFW commitments.  I would also like to 

thank the Executive Committee and the officers and   

members of the Ladies Auxiliary for their continued    

support and encouragement.  I think we have developed a 

great team and together Iôm sure 2010 will be     another 

successful year. 

NOMINATION AND ELECTION OF                    

POST OFFICERS: 

In saying goodbye to 2009 I look forward to 2010 with 

great anticipation.   As many of you know I will not run for 

a fifth year as your Commander.  Instead I have announced 

my candidacy for 10th District Commander.  Whether I am 

successful in my bid for District Commander or not ï I 

think four consecutive years as Post Commander is enough 

and I will step down at the end of this term.  Gary Kelch, 

current Senior Vice Commander has thrown his hat in the 

ring as a candidate for Commander of Post 7327 next year.  

Other members in good standing are certainly     welcome 

and encouraged to run as well, however, from my personal 

perspective, knowing that there is at least one individual 

willing to accept the responsibility of          Commander, 

opens the door for me to step down knowing that the Post 

will be in good hands. 

Also, Comrade Bud Bishop has announced his candidacy 

for Quartermaster.  Again, no assumptions should be made 

at this time and other Comrades are welcome and          

encouraged to run.  As many of you know, current      

Quartermaster Margo Sheridan is also State Surgeon and is 

a candidate for State Judge Advocate next year.  Comrade 

Sheridan has announced that her potential advancement 

through the chairs at the State level prevents her from  

continuing to serve as Post Quartermaster. 

In addition, for personal reasons, Comrade George 

Sweeney has resigned as Junior vice Commander.  Even 

though only four months will remain in the current term 
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SPRINGFIELD VFW POST 7327 IS ñALL STATEò! 

Still Needed: 

Printing Equipment                    
and                                                   

Production Team 

We are looking for printing   
equipment and volunteers to take 
over Phase II of our newsletter, 

The Camaraderie.  Volunteers will 
work closely with the Editor and 

Fulfillment Team to ensure    
successful and timely output of 

the bi-monthly newsletter.  Hereôs 
how it works: 

 

Phase I: Editor (collects      
information, designs, edits and 
proofs) 

Phase II: Production Team 
(prints, folds and staples) 

Phase III: Fulfillment Team 
(labels, stamps and mails) 

 

If you or you know someone 
(nonmembers are welcome) who 
may be interested in Phase II, 
contact Diana Regan at 703-719-
7660 or oregandl@cox.net.   

Please note that we will no longer 
have use of our current printing 
equipment effective with the Octo-
ber edition of The Camaraderie.  
It is essential to have a new 
printer and team in place by  as 
soon as possible.   

Veterans of  Foreign Wars of  the United States 

Post 7327,  Spr ingf ie ld ,  Virg inia 

VOTE! 

Post Elections 

March 15 



Errett ñSonnyò Thomas, Life Member and Past All State Post Commander of VFW Post 7327 is a 

Sales and Leasing Consultant with Safford Dodge Jeep of Springfield.  He invites you to come see 

him and have a look at the great selection of Dodge & Jeep Vehicles.   

A donation of $100 will be made in the name of any VFW Post or Auxiliary Member for every new 

or used vehicle purchased from Sonny.  Please bring in your current membership card with you.   

Call Sonny at 703-866-1700 Office or 703-629-4513 Cell.     
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The Camaraderie 

HOLIDAY CELEBRATION  

Due to weather conditions the December General Membership meeting 

and the Holiday Celebration scheduled for December 20, 2009 were 

canceled.  However, Post 7327 Adopt a Family Program was still a huge 

success.  Each of the eight families adopted by Post 7327 and our Ladies 

Auxiliary visited the Post on the afternoon of Monday December 21, 

2009 to receive their gifts and Holiday meals in time to enjoy them on 

Christmas.  Several thank you letters have been received from the par-

ents and children since that time.  In addition, shortly after we     distrib-

uted food and gifts to our adopted families, the Fort Belvoir USO used 

out Post Home to distribute food to all the needy military families in the 

Fort Myer Community.  The USO called on the morning of    December 

21, 2010 and explained that they needed our help and the use our facility 

to distribute food.  The need and the program had expanded to the point 

that they needed the entire Fort Belvoir Community Center to distribute 

gifts.  They desperately needed a place from which to   distribute food 

that had been contributed.  Not only did we authorize the use of our Post 

Home ï several Comrades and Sisters were present to assist in unload-

ing of the food as it arrived, separating it and preparing the boxes for 

individual families.  We then had the pleasure of          distributing the 

food to the various families as they arrived.  It was truly an unbelievable 

experience.  As Comrades and Sisters we can each be proud of our con-

tribution to this worth while endeavor.  If you were not present, or did 

not physically participate in this effort  - as a member of the Post or 

Ladies Auxiliary you made a significant contribution and you can be 

proud of what you and your organization did.  Not only did we support 

our eight adopted families this year, but our support was extended to the 

Fort Belvoir USO and all needy families in the  entire Fort Myer Com-

munity.  Now that our name is out there as a willing participant I expect 

that this opportunity will continue and    possibly grow. 

NEW TEMPORARY POST HOME  

We continue to seek a temporary post home that is more conducive to 

our needs.  We are negotiating through our realtor with the owner of the 

property at 6118 Franconia Rd., but as of this writing, no agreement has 

been reached.  We received a potential contract for our review; however 

several important concerns were not addressed in the contract.  Decision 

on the potential rental of the property at 6118 Franconia Rd was tabled.  

The Executive Committee is tasked with getting back with the realtor for 

clarification and additional cost estimates. 

COUNCIL OF ADMINISTRATION  

Auxiliary President Linda Bond, Comrade W. J. Leonard and your  

Commander represented Post 7327 at the Council of Administration in 

Williamsburg, Va. from January 15th through January 17th 2010. 

FAREWELL TO COMRADE THOMAS  

On December 4, 2009 several members of Post 7327 and our Ladies 

Auxiliary attended the funeral of Comrade Captain Walter Thomas.  The 

services were conducted at Fort Myer, with full military honors.  They 

consisted of a very moving service at the Ft. Myer Chapel, followed by 

horse-drawn caisson and interment at Arlington Cemetery.  Immediately 

following the ceremonies a fellowship was help at the Fort Myer Offi-

cersô Club.  Comrade Thomas was an extremely active member of our 

Post and until June of 2009 Walt served as our Bingo Chair.  His wife 

Grace continues to be an active member of the Ladies Auxiliary.  Walt 

is missed by many Comrades and friends. 
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THE CAMARADERIE NEWSLETTER  

Elsewhere in this newsletter you will find an article from Diana Regan.  

In the article Diana states that you must provide her with an e-mail  

address and begin receiving the Camaraderie via e-mail or you must 

complete the enclosed form and return it to us in order to continue   

receiving the Camaraderie via U. S. mail. 

Due to circumstances beyond our control we no longer have free print 

capability.  We intend to try and run this edition of the Camaraderie on 

our outdated copier at the Post Home ï but success is questionable.  We 

may be forced to pay a printer to copy our newsletter at a cost of no less 

than $.03 per page.  The number of pages multiplied by $.03 multiplied 

by approximately 900 copies, plus postage puts the cost of the          

Camaraderie at will over $600 per edition.  You can help reduce this 

expense by agreeing to accept your edition by e-mail.  You will get 

faster delivery ï plus it is awesome in color. 

 

WE WANT EVERYONE TO CONTINUE TO RECEIVE A  

NEWSLETTER  

and if you must receive it via snail mail please fill out the enclosed 

form and return it to us.  You will continue to receive your newsletter 

as you have in the past. 

 

Regardless of which method you decide to use, you must be a member 

in good standing of Post 7327 or the Ladies Auxiliary to receive a copy 

of The Camaraderie. 

As always if I can be of assistance to anyone please donôt hesitate to call 

my home at 703-719-7660 or my cellular at 703-350-8409.                          

Tax Scams 

It is income tax time again and already the scammers 

are trying to get to our money.  The Internal Revenue 

Service reminds consumers to avoid identity theft 

scams that use the IRS name, logo, or Web site in an 

attempt to convince taxpayers that the scam is a  

genuine communication from the IRS. Remember 

that the government does not do business over the 

phone or email. 

Do NOT respond to phone or email requests for   

your bank account, social security number and other   

similar information. 



 

VFW Post 7327                                                                                        
8350-F Terminal Road                                                                                                       

Lorton, Virginia 22079                                                                                                                   

Phone: 703-541-3139   Fax: 703-541-0641                                                     

Website: www.vfwpost7327.org                                                                                                               

Email:  info@vfwpost7327.org                                              

Blog: www.vfwwebcom.org/va/post7327                 

 

Editor & Design 

Katy Sylvester  703-791-3940 

   Contributing Articles By: 

Wayne Yancey, Gary Kelch, Linda Bond,  

Diana Regan, Alice Merrill, Angela Meyers 

Photographs By: 

Diana Regan, Linda Bond, Doc Crouch 

 

Post Officers 

Commander:  Wayne Yancey  703-719-7660 

Sr. Vice:  Gary Kelch  703-644-8485 

Jr. Vice:  George Sweeney  703-978-6435 

Quartermaster:  Margo Sheridan  571-332-7109 

Judge Advocate:  Bud Bishop 

Chaplain:  Lew Lipscomb  703-866-4919 

Surgeon:  Ken Spielvogel 

3-Yr Trustee:  W.J. Leonard  703-354-0568 

2-Yr Trustee:  Tony Dzierski  703-451-5591  

1-Yr Trustee:  Larry Parham  703-569-3351 

Post Adjutant:  Chris Braun  703-327-3446 
  

Auxiliary Officers    

President:  Linda Bond  703-451-1510 

Sr. Vice:  Shirley Cervone  703-795-0926 

Jr. Vice:  Shirley Norris  703-971-1939 

Secretary:  Floy Lipscomb  703-866-4919 

Treasurer:  Alice Merrill  703-569-1771 

Chaplain:  Diana Reagan 703-719-7660 

Conductress:  Marcia Lohr 703-548-1698 

Guard:  Norma Jean Grefost  703-451-3716 

3-Yr Trustee:  Glenda Haendschke 

2-Yr Trustee:  Anna Smith  703-440-8034 

1-Yr Trustee:  Shirley Norris  703-971-1939 
 

The Camaraderie newsletter is published 
by Springfield, Virginia Veterans of 

Foreign Wars Post 7327, a community 
based 501c19 not-for-profit 

Congressionally Chartered Veterans 
Organization.  Mailed for educational 

outreach and information purposes to our 
members, volunteers and friends.  The 

newsletter is distributed to over 700 
individuals.  We have served our 
community since 1946, providing 

programmed support to veterans, their 
families, active duty military and  
community based organizations.      
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Message from Auxiliary President Linda Bond 

Greetings Comrades and Sisters:  It is hard to believe that another year has passed and again we have accomplished so 

much. 

In November, we adopted 8 families through the USO and provided food baskets for Thanksgiving.  In December, we 

shopped for the childrenôs Christmas presents and provided food baskets.  The snow storm presented a few hurdles, but 
we overcame them and everything got delivered.  With the snow crippling most all of activities in our area we had to 

cancel the annual Christmas party for the children but, were able to work with the USO to get the food and gifts       

distributed to the families.  Since Fort Belvoir was closed, the USO staged the food at our Post home and all the families 
made it out to pick up the gifts and food.   While our plans did not work out in our favor, everything turned out well and 

all the families and children were happy.  In addition to the food and gifts, we presented each family with a $100 in gift 

certificates to the Commissary.  I would like to extend a special thank you to all of the Sisters and Comrades that helped 

to make this the best event of the year.  Your hard work and dedication was clearly appreciated by the families. 

I participated in the Snowball Express at Reagan National Airport again this year in December.  I would have to say that 

this event is second best on my list.  What a great experience to see all of the families and assist them in getting ready to 

take their annual trip.  This year they went to Six Flags in Georgia.  Department officers:  President Kathy Birch, Senior 
Vice President Betty Gimble, and Chaplain Cathy Graham were among those participating in this yearôs event.  Of 

course, Doc Crouch was there with camera in hand. 

Thanks to the hard work of our Treasurer/Membership Chair; Alice Merrill, we made 100 percent in Membership by 

December 31st.  Great job! Alice. 

In January, I attended the Winter Council in Williamsburg, Va.  President Kathy Birch had a great meeting and it is 

always so nice to see everyone midyear. 

Beginning in February, the Ladies Auxiliary will be holding raffles at Bingo until June to help raise money for Cancer 

Aid and Research.   We will raffle various baskets, as well as hold 50/50 raffles.  Please help us by participating in these 

raffles. 

Our Boutique gals continue to work hard sorting and counting the many clothing items that are distributed to various 

organizations within our community.  I donôt have a final count for the year, but I know it is thousands of items.  A  
special thanks to Phebe Payne, Norma Jean Grefost, Heather Rich and Clare, Alice Merrill and our chair Diana Regan 

for all of their hard work and dedication. 

If you are cleaning out closets, remember the VFW.  We will gladly accept your items and distribute them.  If you have a 

few hours to spare, we meet every Wednesday morning at 10:30 am at the Post.   

February 21st is the next District meeting at the Woodbridge Post in Occoquan, Virginia.  This year our post is co-hosting 

the event.  Hope to see all of you there. 

As always, if I can be of any assistance to any of you or answer any questions, please contact me via e-mail on 

lbond@verizon.net or on 703-451-1510 (home) or 703-407-3106 (cell).   

Annual members not in receipt of a 2010 membership card due to non-payment of dues are no longer members in good 

standing, but hereôs the good news:  

      Our dues are still just $23 a year, and thereôs still time to avoid a break in your service by sending in your dues for 

2010 under the one-year ñgraceò rule. We hope that you do, and when the 2011 dues-payment season starts this spring, 
that youôll keep your record of service continuous by sending in your dues as an ñEarlybirdò (paid before mid-June) or as 

soon as you get your dues renewal letter after our 2011 operating year starts July 1. Hereôs why. 

 Sisters who delay renewing their annual dues make it very difficult to achieve 100% paid membership in time to meet 

the December 31st deadline. They leave a big hole in the Auxiliary which must be filled by recruiting new and/or rein-
stated (returning former) members. After two years of receiving financial rewards for early achievement of 100% paid 

membership by October, we barely squeaked through on time this year. That we did is thanks to all those who did renew 

on time plus the efforts of President Linda and yours truly who recruited the new or reinstated members needed to fill the 

hole left by those who havenôt yet renewed.  

Our newest sisters who put us over the finish line were elected in December, and itôs my pleasure to introduce them here.  

As with our new sisters introduced in the last newsletter, these ladies, too, are women who already had a connection to 

our Post and have now chosen to join us officially, so give them a warm welcome into our VFW family when you meet 

them. 

Carol Hendrickson of Clifton is the sister of our Auxiliary sister, Cindy Vollmer, and both share membership eligibility 

through the service of their father, a Vietnam veteran. Ellie Smith of Nokesville is a friend of President Lindaôs who 
joined us under the sponsorship of her father, a WWII veteran.   Barbara Bucklin and Joyce Rodriguez, both of Spring-

field, joined us based on the service of their fathers in WWII. Both are members of our loyal VFW bingo-playing family, 

and Joyce, who was already volunteering as a bingo worker before she joined us, is continuing that service. Barbara 
indicated a willingness to work bingo, too, but with a qualifieré not until she won at least one game! Happily for us, she 

has since gotten that win and joined our roster of regular bingo workers. 

Many who want to take part in our service to veterans and community donôt qualify, ladies, but because of your loved 

oneôs service, you do. Thank you for honoring that service by joining us, and welcome aboard! Weôre so glad to have 

you with us.  

 

2009 Memberships Expired; Dues Still Payable, Welcome to New Auxiliary Members 

Alice Merrill, Membership Chair 

mailto:lbond@verizon.net
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IMPORTANT NOTICE  

We spend no less than $500 every other month to print and mail the newsletter to our members who currently 

receive the paper through the U.S. mail.  While we understand that some members need to receive the paper 

in hardcopy form, we believe that many more can receive the paper via an e -mail message.  As a general rule, 

almost all new members are receiving the newsletter as an email message through our extended group code.   

In an effort to minimize our costs and improve service, we are asking that you receive the newsletter        

electronically if you have access to a computer.  We will continue to mail a newsletter to each member that 

requests one. To continue to receive a hardcopy newsletter, fill out the form below and mail it to              

Diana Regan at: 4917 Poplar Dr., Alexandria, VA 22310 -1234.  You can also drop the form off at the Post 

Home. To have the newsletter e -mailed to you, just send Diana Regan a message: oregandl@cox.net .  Thanks to 

the over 200 members that currently receive the newsletter electronically. Please continue to send address 

changes to Diana.  

 

 

I wish to receive the newsletter via the mail.  

Name:  

_________________________________________________________  

Address:  

_________________________________________________________  

City:  

_________________________________________________________  

State:  

_________________________________________________________  

Zip Code:  

_________________________________________________________  

mail to: Diana Regan, 4917 Poplar Dr., Alex., VA 22310 - 1234  

 

      

 

Post and Auxiliary member Terri Andreoni deployed to Iraq, Friday night, January 8th.  As you may remember, Terri was the Post 

Quartermaster for a couple of terms. Terri has spent the last year at Ft. Riley, Junction City, Kansas.  Terri is deploying to Basra 

for a year.  In a Christmas letter that Wayne and I received from Terri, she said the following: ñI was not able to find a    Veterans 

of Foreign Wars here that I clicked with- which is OK since my heart remains in Springfield VA and Post 7327ò. 

     Terri is one of our younger members, and of course, she is very proactive when it comes to the newer social networking      

technology.  Many of you can find Terri on FACEBOOK and now she is on SKYPE (andreonit). Terri also has a website she   

established where she will post pictures and updates;  http://terriandreoni.yolasite.com/.  Terri would love to hear from members 

via e-mail or snail mail.  Terriôs email  terri.andreoni@iraq.centcom.mil and her regular mail address is:  

OPS CO (G5), 11D Unit # 1 ID, APO, AE 09374.   

     Terri will let us know of any items we can ship to her and the other troops once she gets settled.  No doubt other Post 7327 

members are deployed overseas.  Why not send us a note, pix, etc. and let us know how you are doing and if we can ship anything 

your way? My email address is: oregandl@cox.net. 

 

Terri Andreoni Deploys to Iraq 

By Diana Regan, Troop Coordinator 

mailto:oregandl@cox.net
http://terriandreoni.yolasite.com/
mailto:terri.andreoni@iraq.centcom.mil
mailto:oregandl@cox.net


By Popular Demand!                                                                                                                                                                        

There is still time to order your Commemorative Bricks and Tiles!   
We are extending the ordering timeframe for bricks and tiles because of the wonderful response received.  Please 

consider a commemorative brick or tile order. 

They also make great holiday gifts.  The bricks and tiles will be laid 

in the "Path of Honor", a ceremonial flag area, in front of the new Post Home. 

PATH of HONOR CONTRIBUTORS 

Thank you for your generous donation in support of the Springfield VFW Post 7327 New Building Fund.  The     

following list represents those who have recently purchased bricks and/or tiles and have received thank you letters to 

date.  Requests for bricks and tiles arrive weekly. Additionally, donations are made in memory of members.  We will 

list new donations in each month's newsletter. 

 Patrick H. Caulfield, Mary A. M. Johnson, Grace M. O'Donoghue, Alice R. Norsworthy,  

Harold A. Andes, Thomas C. O'Hara, Chuck Price 

BINGO UPDATE  

Volunteers are the lifeline to our success in our Bingo program as well as our Post.  Thanks to JW and Friendôs restaurant, we had a 

delicious Brunch in December to thank our volunteers for helping make our Bingo program a success.  Because we had a budget to 

work within, we were unable to invite our past workers, but we have not forgotten your hard work and dedication to the Bingo pro-

gram.  Remember, you do not have to be a member of the VFW Post or Auxiliary to help.  Please contact Linda Bond or any Post 

or Auxiliary member if you are interested in working a few hours each week/month. 

Thanks to all of you that joined us in our New Yearôs Eve Bingo session.  While the weather prohibited a lot of you from coming 

out, we had a nice turnout and everyone that attended had to good time.  Special thanks to Mary and Flip for their help that evening. 

This yearôs winner of the one yearôs free Bingo is Joan Mock.  Joan and husband Jim join us every Thursday and Friday night and 

Joan tells me they have been doing this for the past 8 years.  Congratulations Joan.   

If you are unable to assist by working a few hours, please come out and support us by playing Bingo. 
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Congratulations, Joan Mock! 

Winner of One Free Year of BINGO! 

Take it easy when shoveling snow . 


